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Ecological Networks

Building a Foundation of Society and Economy

t is necessary to protect and restore
Inatural areas for us to keep receiving
ecological services. There is an idea
called ‘Ecological Networks’ that consists
of core areas of important ecosystems and
biodiversity and corridors that connect
those core areas nationwide. Ecological
Network is an important guideline for
building a sustainable country. This idea
has been promoted and implemented in
European countries and in the United
States.

or the last twenty years in Japan, the
Fidea of ecological network has been
accepted in important national strategies
and plans such as the National Land Plan
of 1998, the National Biodiversity Strategy
of Japan of 2002 and the National Eco-
Net Concept (Proposal) of 2009 discussed
in the Ministry of the Environment.
Encouraged by these activities of the
national government, many local
municipalities also have accepted
this concept. But in Japan, the idea of
ecological network is generally just an
idea and has not been implemented
such as including forests and wetlands in

actual city plans.

n other countries, various programs

for ecological networks have been
implemented. For example in recent
years in the EU, another idea called
“Green Infrastructure” has become very
popular. Green Infrastructure usually
is implemented in urban areas and
utilizes remaining natural areas for their
functions to prevent natural disasters and
to provide clean water. This concept is
gradually spreading in Japan, too. But
we should not miss the point that the
main purpose of green infrastructure is
to protect and restore local natural areas.
It is important to increase ecological
networks nationwide that work as green

infrastructure as well.
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unding is needed to implement
Fecological networks beyond merely
the idea stage. Countries in the EU
and the USA with advanced concepts
of ecological networks already have
various systems to secure funds. In the
State of Florida, USA, the Florida map
of important natural areas has been
already established. Based on the map,
the Florida Forever Program has been
acquiring lands using funds from real
estate transaction taxes. In England, the
national government has been the leading
organizer of competition for establishing
excellent local ecological networks by
funding and encouraging partnership
among local stakeholders to build better

ecological networks.

ased on these overseas examples, we
Bpropose the following so that Japan
can put the idea of ecological networks
into practice to establish actual and
concrete ecological networks based on
natural areas such as forests and wetlands:

1)Establish a head quarter within the
Cabinet Office to promote ecological
networks throughout Japan.

2)Establish a new tax to raise funds to
acquire lands for ecological networks.
3)Establish a new system organized by
multiple ministries and agencies across
the bureaucracy in order to financially
help and encourage excellent examples

of local ecological network projects.

We must raise the funds needed to
actually build ecological networks
throughout Japan so we can keep

receiving benefits from natural ecosystems

that are the foundation for our survival.
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In the Free State of Thuringia, Germany, NGOs along
with Federal and State Governments have been
collaborating to restore more than 1,000 hectares of
forest as a core area of an ecological network.

The Wakulla Spring in Florida has been acquired by
Florida Forever Program and has become part of an
ecological network.

In England, the National Government has organized
a competition for funds among local NGOs to
encourage and assist creation of local ecological
networks.
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